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THE FIRST LEED PLATINUM RESIDENCE OUTSIDE THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE ELLIS' HOME IS A TESTIMONY THAT
sustainability doesn't have to come at the cost of style, elegance and luxury. The entire project was

conceived by the architects from Coates Design, keeping durability, aging and recyclability in mind










wners Ed and Joanne
Ellis had a clear vision
ing out to build
their dream home—they
wanted their house to
raise the bar for energy producing
housing while maintaining aesthetics
and livability. Through their hou:
they wanted to tell the world that
sustainability can be achieved without
compromising a modern ae:
lifestyle. The architects from Coates
Design met the challenge through
three-pronged strategy of designing
flexible living spaces, using local
materials and a multitude of energy-
ng technologies and sustainable
practices. They conceived the entire
project with durability, aging and
recyclability in mind.
Perched high upon the Yeomalt

Bluff, commanding a 18o-degree

view of the city of Seattle, the hot
cool and contemporary design, and
elegant, luxurious
grab attention. Once
realise that much of the hous
overlooks the shipping chann
evoking memories of the owners’
long stint with the shipping inds
Some rooms overlook the
gardens outside.
ating space that has multiple
functions means an overall smaller
ootprint. That is why s
bi-folding doors tran:
s into larger gathering s
or instance, large bi-fold doors allow
the living and dinin,
together and seamls
the exterior terrace, and for the roof
to become a ted garden patio.
The team faced a major challenge

A rain garden provides an
on-site ecosystem as well
as collects and filters storm
water runoff




during the design phase—how to obtain efficient, clean
Il forested lot

lar and geothermal collectors that

y production. And

ntinuous, clean ene; nple
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window fenes s, which play a critical role in pass

heating the house. South-facing windows and overhead sky-
lights warm the walls and floors, cozying up the house even
on cold winter days. The operable skylights at the core of the
house provide efficient natural ventilation and fresh, clean

air throughout the two-storey structure.




s massive wall cuts down

with the oper.
lights to tak
doub!

advantage of the cooling techniques. The w
and public spaces. Tl
north, the private portion of the house, is much more
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sed for climatic and privacy reasons.
public spaces ha
which is the water side of the hou
s that open to let in cool breeze. Thermal mas

bundant natural light and views

along with the use of solar water heaters, phot

and geothermal heat ensure that the Ellis’ use 70 percent




Sliding and bi-folding doors transform
smaller rooms into larger areas, creating
spaces with multiple functions

less energy than an average North American home. To
ensure smaller eco-footprint during the construction phase,
the team deconstructed the existing structure on the site,
diverting 98 percent of its material from the landfill. The
contractor tracked all waste and recyclable material to
provide a 75 percent landfill diversion rate. Interior trim and
wood for the stairs and benches came from fir trees that had
fallen and were sourced from a neighbour’s property.

The home is wrapped with native, sustainable
landscaping, using drought-tolerant indigenous vegetation
and pervious pavers to prevent soil erosion and maintain the
natural habitat. A large rain-garden is integrated into the
west side of the site, providing an on-
habitat as well as collecting and filtering storm water zunoff.
Care was taken during construction to reduce, contain, and
treat any runoff pollution.

The Ellis’ residence is a high-performance building that
maintains its functionality and livability. As the Ellis
say, “We don't have to compromise here. Wi
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