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The firepit/sculpture between the house and bluff, next to the meadow, is a buoy from a marine scrap yard. The contractor on the Ellis home was Smallwood Design & Construcction on Bainbridge Island. landscape
architect was Outdoor Studio in Seattle. The energy consultant was Sun Wind Concepls on Bainbridge Island.
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With a module of one millimeter and the latest in

high-tech equipment and design software, our ready-
to-assemble cabinetry is totally flexible and 100%
custom—and that doesn’t mean more costly.
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Elegant storage solutions. Simple assembly,
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Joanne Ellis calls the windows that run along the long Caesarstone counter “my air-conditioning
system.” The cabinetry is bamboo. The standing-seam mefal siding fravels inside across the kilchen and

defines the TV./man cave/office/guest space.
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Ellises chose Matthew Coates of Coates
Design Architects to create their equally
contemporary and sustainable project.
Melissa Andersen of All in the Details
worked with Ellis on the elegant inte-
riors.

The Ellises were inquisitive, enthusi-
astic but, most of all, practical clients.
For every element of their house they
asked: How are we going to use it? Can
it be recycled? And does it have two
purposes? “If you can’t clean it, I don’t
want it,” Ellis says. “I use our wedding
dishes. Why not? I find replacements at
garage sales.

“One of my mantras is, get what you
need, use what you get or give it away.
I don’t want to be the steward of a lot
of stuff.”

The open main living space flexes
with the crowd. The Caesarstone (recy-
cled quartz) kitchen counter runs the
length of the house, making it also a
dining-table sideboard and work-
bench. The TV room is a man cave, Ed’s
office and, pull out the pocket door,
guest room. Pull the lip of the sofa and
it becomes a lounger. Pull again, it’s a
bed. The Miele oven is also a micro-
wave,

Sluicing through the home is a two-
story CMU (concrete masonry unit)
wall. It is the home’s strength. The
mass also heats and cools. “During
the last power outage, I finally put a
sweatshirt on by the end of the second
day,” Ellis says.

Floors downstairs are radiant con-
crete, cork up. The raised-seam metal
siding, in a frosted pewter color, travels
inside to define the TV room, runs across
the kitchen wall and back outside.

The home is set for aging in place.

The bedroom looks across the water to Seatile.
The bench and bookshelf are by Portland artist
Donny Faris with Radius Furniture Design. “We try
to honor local artists and craftsmen,” Ellis says.

Necessities on one floor; upstairs
office and guest room.

What you see out back, waterside, is
not lawn. It's a meadow. The firepit/
sculpture was formerly a buoy found at
a marine scrap yard.

“Part of our journey was to encour-
age and support subcontractors and
the people we came in contact with,”
Ellis says of the education that is
their home. “But that practicality
streak has to be part of the equation.

“I call this the common-sense

house.” @

Rebecca Teagarden writes about architecture for
Pacific Northwest magaszine. Benjamin Bensch-
neider is a magaszine staff photographer.
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